GJP: 3rd Year

Cross-Curricular Learning Project: (Im)migrations

Exploring the Topic of Immigration in the United States Worksheet

I. Introductory Thinking

a) When you think of immigration in the United States, what comes to mind?  What do you think is the best metaphor for immigration in the United States?

II. Topical Vocabulary

	Assimilation
	Integration
	Illegal immigrant
	Green card

	Affirmative action
	Cultural pluralism
	Discrimination
	Stereotype


III. Short Film Clip About Race, Ethnicity and Ancestry

a) What did you notice about the students’ answers to what their race or ethnicity is?

IV. Looking at Some Statistics and History

a) What was the most surprising thing for you when looking at the statistics of immigration in the United States?

V. Studying the Song, “America” from West Side Story
Listen to the song, and follow along with the lyrics in front of you:

ROSALIA 

Puerto Rico, 

You lovely island . . . 

Island of tropical breezes. 

Always the pineapples growing, 

Always the coffee blossoms blowing . . . 

ANITA 

Puerto Rico . . . 

You ugly island . . . 

Island of tropic diseases. 

Always the hurricanes blowing, 

Always the population growing . . . 

And the money owing, 

And the babies crying, 

And the bullets flying. 

I like the island Manhattan. 

Smoke on your pipe and put that in! 

OTHERS 

I like to be in America! 

O.K. by me in America! 

Ev'rything free in America 

For a small fee in America! 

ROSALIA 

I like the city of San Juan. 

ANITA 

I know a boat you can get on. 

ROSALIA 

Hundreds of flowers in full bloom. 

ANITA 

Hundreds of people in each room! 

ALL 

Automobile in America, 

Chromium steel in America, 

Wire-spoke wheel in America, 

Very big deal in America! 

ROSALIA 

I'll drive a Buick through San Juan. 

ANITA 

If there's a road you can drive on. 

ROSALIA 

I'll give my cousins a free ride. 

ANITA 

How you get all of them inside? 

ALL 

Immigrant goes to America, 

Many hellos in America; 

Nobody knows in America 

Puerto Rico's in America! 

ROSALIA 

I'll bring a T.V. to San Juan. 

ANITA 

If there a current to turn on! 

ROSALIA 

I'll give them new washing machine. 

ANITA 

What have they got there to keep clean? 

ALL 

I like the shores of America! 

Comfort is yours in America! 

Knobs on the doors in America, 

Wall-to-wall floors in America! 

ROSALIA 

When I will go back to San Juan. 

ANITA 

When you will shut up and get gone? 

ROSALIA 

Everyone there will give big cheer! 

ANITA 

Everyone there will have moved here! 

a) What are the common themes/ideas that Anita likes about America?

b) What are the common themes/ideas that Rosalia likes about Puerto Rico/San Juan?

VI.  Sandra Cisnero’s The House on Mango Street (Latino Literature)

Those who don’t know any better come into our neighborhood scared. They think we’re dangerous. They think we will attack them with shiny knives. They are stupid people who are lost and got here by mistake.

But we aren’t afraid. We know the guy with the crooked eye is Davey the Baby’s brother, and the tall one next to him in the straw brim, that’s Rosa’s Eddie V., and the big one that looks like a dumb grown man, he’s Fat Boy, though he’s not fat anymore nor a boy.

All brown all around, we are safe. But watch us drive into a neighborhood of another color and our knees go shakity-shake and our car windows get rolled up tight and our eyes look straight. Yeah. That is how it goes and goes.
a) What kind of neighborhood does Esperanza (the narrator) describe?

b) Why are people usually afraid of this type of neighborhood?

c) Why aren’t the local people afraid?

d) What does this passage say about the Latino experience in the United States?

VII. Interviewing an American About Immigration to Slovenia

a) Now you will have the chance to ask me questions about being an immigrant in Slovenia.  Write a question on a piece of paper, and your teacher will interview me using your class’s questions.

